What USPS is telling employees to do about marijuana advertising
Employee Q&A
Is it against the law for mailers to distribute marijuana advertisements in states where marijuana (recreational and/or medicinal) is legal?
Because the Postal Service is a federal government entity and therefore must adhere to the federal statute, under federal law it is unlawful to place any written advertisement in any newspaper, magazine, handbill or other publications for the purpose of seeking or offering illegally to receive, buy or distribute a Schedule I controlled substance, including marijuana. 21 U.S.C. § 843 (Controlled Substances Act).

What am I required to do as a USPS employee to uphold this federal statute?
Postmasters and Managers, Business Mail Entry, are not authorized to decide whether written, printed, or graphic matter is — solely because of its content — non-mailable. Further, Postmasters and Managers, Business Mail Entry, are not permitted to deny entry to such matter or exclude it from the mail. Postmasters and Managers, Business Mail Entry, should direct mailers’ attention to applicable mailing standards that pertain to written, printed, or graphic matter, including the obligation to comply with non-postal laws like the Controlled Substances Act. After being so informed, if the mailer insists on depositing written, printed or graphic matter, the mailing must still be accepted unless it is not otherwise properly prepared for mailing. Any questions regarding this provision should be directed to your supervisor.

What action should I take if I identify possible unlawful mailings involving marijuana?
If Postmasters and Managers, Business Mail Entry, identify written, printed, or graphic matter in the mail that appears non-mailable, they should address it with the mailer by notifying the customer that the ad may violate federal statutes. If the mailer decides to follow through with the mailing, the Postmaster or Manager, Business Mail Entry, must send a report to the Inspection Service, and the matter will be turned over to the responsible law enforcement agencies for investigation if appropriate. If a mailer requests an advance decision on the mailability of a particular mail piece, that request should be promptly referred to the Pricing & Classification Service Center in New York at 212.330.5300 or PCSC@usps.gov for decision.
How do I respond to customer or mailer’s questions regarding the legality of marijuana advertising in the mail?
Advertisements for marijuana in the mail may be a violation of federal law and if deposited in the mail, the matter may be referred to the Inspection Service for investigation by the appropriate federal agency. Mailers are responsible for complying with both postal and non-postal laws, which may apply to their mailings. Mailers may wish to seek their own legal advice before making a decision on a mailing.

What if I am not sure if a mailpiece consists of marijuana advertising?
If there is any doubt as to whether a piece consists of advertising, please contact the Pricing and Classification Service Center in New York at 212.330.5300 or PCSC@usps.gov for more information.

Mailer/Customer Statement
Mailing advertisements for the sale of marijuana may be a violation of federal law and if the advertisement is deposited in the mail, the matter may be referred to the Inspection Service, and the matter will be turned over to the responsible law enforcement agencies for investigation if appropriate. Mailers are responsible for complying with both postal and non-postal laws, which may apply to their mailings.  Mailers may wish to seek their own legal advice before making a decision on a mailing.
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